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In an unprecedented move, the federal electoral agency (Instituto Federal Electoral, IFE) levied a
fine of about 1 billion pesos (US$92 million) against the former governing Partido Revolucionario
Institucional (PRI) for illegal campaign-financing activities during the 2000 presidential and
congressional elections.
PRI officials, including leaders of the petroleum workers union (Sindicato de Trabajadores
Petroleros de la Republica Mexicana, STPRM), are accused of diverting public funds from the staterun oil company PEMEX into the campaign of PRI presidential candidate Francisco Labastida Ochoa
(see SourceMex, 2002-01-30 and 2002-09-18).
The IFE took the action based on a complaint filed by the center-left Partido de la Revolucion
Democratica (PRD). "We have found the complaint filed by the PRD justified, and we impose a
fine equivalent to the amount of federal financing the PRI would have received in 2003 and half its
allocation for 2004," the IFE said in a statement. The institute, however, left open the possibility for
the PRI to begin to pay its fine in 2004.
PRI legislative counsel Miguel Angel Yunes Linares said the party has appealed the fine to the
federal electoral court (Tribunal Electoral del Poder Judicial de la Federacion, TEPJF). The TEPJF is
expected to issue a definitive ruling sometime this year. Yunes also asked the Procuraduria General
de la Republica (PGR) to investigate how the IFE gained access to the confidential information it
used to make its decision.

Concerns about PRI prospects in upcoming elections
PRI president Roberto Madrazo Pintado warned that the fine could bankrupt the party and cripple
its chances in the 2003 congressional and gubernatorial elections if it is forced to make payments this
year.
Madrazo expressed particular concern about the campaigns for the Chamber of Deputies, where the
PRI was pushing to increase its majority. "This sanction carries serious repercussions for our party
because it could affect the total vote we receive and the number of seats that we will be allocated
through direct election and proportional representation," said Madrazo. The PRI gained a razor-thin
majority in the lower house after the 2000 election, gaining a total of 211 seats compared with 206
for President Vicente Fox's conservative Partido Accion Nacional (PAN), 50 for the PRD, and 13 for
other small parties.
Madrazo said party officials are working on a plan to raise funds for candidates for congressional
and gubernatorial candidates, including a proposal to have candidates put more of their personal
resources into their races and asking business leaders affiliated with the PRI to increase donations.
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 3

LADB Article Id: 52793
ISSN: 1054-8890

Other PRI leaders accused IFE representatives of punishing the PRI on behalf of the PAN and Fox,
whose campaign finances are also under investigation. Fox's political action committee, Amigos de
Fox, is under investigation for using foreign funds in the campaign (see SourceMex, 2002-05-15 200206-26 and 2003-03-05). "We will not allow the IFE to sweep the Amigos de Fox case under the rug,"
said Yunes and PRI Sen. Fidel Herrera.

PRI gains in recent Mexico state election
The fine against the PRI comes as the party's electoral fortunes are gradually rebounding. The party
scored a landslide victory in mayoral and state legislative elections in Nayarit state in July 2002 (see
SourceMex, 2002-07-10).
The previous year, the PRI won state and local elections in Tabasco, Oaxaca, and Aguascalientes
states (see SourceMex, 2001-08-08), but was unable to turn back the PRD in the gubernatorial race
in Michoacan state November 2001 (see SourceMex, 2001-11-14). More recently, the PRI and its
coalition partner the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM) made small advances in the state
legislative and mayoral races Mexico state in elections held on March 9. The PRI gained 34.7% of the
vote this year, compared with 32.3% in 2000.
The vote was sufficient to give the PRI/PVEM a relative majority in the state legislature with 25 seats,
compared with 22 for the PAN and 19 for the PRD. Analysts said the PRD was also considered a
winner in the Mexico state election, which many saw as a possible preview of the July 6 election. The
center-left party obtained 23.6% of the vote compared with 20% in 2000. In contrast, the PAN only
took 28.5% of the vote, a sharp drop from the 37.2% obtained in 2000. Even in municipalities and
districts where the PAN prevailed, the margin of victory was much smaller than in 2000.
Some analysts said the high level of abstentionism in Mexico state does not bode well for the July
6 election, when all seats in the Chamber of Deputies and several municipal and gubernatorial
posts will be contested. Election officials said less than 40% of the registered voters in Mexico
state cast ballots on March 9, the highest level of abstentionism in 10 years. In contrast, 57% of the
state's registered voters cast ballots in 2000. Some voters were turned off by what they perceived as
negative campaigning by PRI Gov. Arturo Montiel and Fox and First Lady Martha Sahagun, who
lobbied on behalf of candidates from their party.
A poster in the state capital of Toluca reflected a high level of discontent with the three major
parties. "Don't vote this March 9!" the poster said. "PAN members are liars and killers. PRD
members are violent, corrupt, and criminal. PRI members are criminals and corrupt." [Note: Pesodollar conversions in this article are based on the Interbank rate in effect on March 19, reported
at 10.84 pesos per US$1.00] (Sources: Associated Press, 03/06/03, 03/10/03; The Financial Times,
03/10/03; Spanish news service EFE, 03/10/03, 03/11/03; El Sol de Mexico, 03/11/03; The Dallas
Morning News, 03/07/03, 03/11/03, 03/14/03; Agencia de noticias Proceso, 03/10/03, 03/11/03,
03/14/03; CNI en Linea, Epoca, 03/10/03, 03/17/03; Notimex, 03/10/03, 03/11/03, 03/17/03; Milenio
Diario, La Cronica de Hoy, 03/11/03, 03/12/03, 03/14/03, 03/17/03; El Financiero, 03/12/03, 03/17/03;
Reforma, 03/10-14/03, 03/19/03; La Jornada, 03/10-14/03, 03/17/03, 03/19/03; El Universal, 03/11- 13/03,
03/18/03, 03/19/03)
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